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MALYON COLLEGE 

 
At Malyon we recognise that the world is changing. These are times of great challenge and 
opportunity. Our commitment is to raising up a generation of influential Christians who 
have a strong biblical base, skills in leadership and ministry, and a heart for God. 
 
We have been training Christian leaders for over 100 years, and we’ve learnt a few things 
about theological training. Our graduates are serving all over the world as pastors, cross-
cultural workers, workplace leaders, chaplains, church leaders and theological faculty. 
 
Malyon offers full-time and part-time study options through lecture, intensive and distance 
modes. We have excellent resources for students including a large library, wireless internet 
and 24 hour access to the campus. All our awards are accredited through the Australian 
College of Theology. 
 

The Australian College of Theology 

 
The ACT was established under the auspices of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Australia in 1891. 
The ACT is a company limited by guarantee governed by a nine-member Board of Directors. The Anglican 
Primate of Australia presides as the chairman of meetings of the company which consists of 54 persons (in 
2010). The ACT is an Australasian provider of state accredited higher education courses leading to awards in 
theology and other disciplines related to Christian ministry. The ACT operates as an ecumenical consortium of 
some 2,500 students enrolled in 19 Bible and theological colleges approved to teach the awards of the ACT. 
These awards range from two-year diplomas, three-year undergraduate and coursework masters degrees to 
masters and doctoral research degrees. 
 
The ACT has a centrally devised and managed curriculum and a quality assurance process that are applied 
across the whole network of affiliated colleges. The day-to-day educational system is managed by the Dean 
from the ACT office in Sydney. Academic governance is the responsibility of the Academic Board which 
oversees all academic activities of the College. The standing committees of the Academic Board share this 
responsibility by monitoring the quality of delivery and resourcing, developing policy, and reviewing the course 
structure for research, coursework and diploma courses. The membership of the Academic Board and its 
committees is comprised mostly of faculty members of affiliated colleges. A number of senior university 
academics are represented to help ensure that ACT practice (especially in the outcome of the consideration of 
research examiner’s reports and general academic policy) remains comparable with the standards of and best 
practice in the university sector. 
 
As a HEP under the Higher Education Support Act, the College was required to undergo a quality audit 
conducted by the Australian Universities Quality Agency (AUQA). The AUQA Audit Report was publicly released 
on the AUQA website in February 2007. 
 
In 2010 the company consists of 54 members composed in the following way: 
(1)  the Anglican Primate of Australian and the Dean of the ACT, 
(2) the principals of 10 Anglican Theological Colleges, 
(3) 21 persons elected by the House of Bishops of the General Synod, 
(4) the principals of 11 affiliated colleges approved to deliver the research degrees of the ACT,  
(5) 5 graduates holding an ACT research degree, 
(6) 5 graduates holding any other degree of the ACT. 
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UNIT DETAILS 

 

Unit Description  

 
This unit seeks to equip the student with better exegetical skills, greater knowledge and 
understanding of critical and interpretive issues, ability in forming  reasoned views in critical 
and debated matters, a more  thoughtful biblical theology, and an ability to use 
Deuteronomy in pastoral ministry of some sort. All of this is to be done in a context of 
encouraging students to let the text of Deuteronomy address them personally and 
spiritually. 
 

Credit Points 

 
This unit is valued at 8 credit points. 
 

Co- and Pre-Requisites  

 
None 
 

Exclusions 

 
None 
 

Unit Content 

 
The unit is comprised of key areas of Deuteronomy’s theology, which we access through 
real-world questions and issues. 
 

Unit Outcomes 

 
On successful completion of this unit, student should be able to:  

1. Knowledge and Understanding: know and understand the major theological ideas of 
Deuteronomy.  

2. Skills: be able to interpret the text of Deuteronomy in accordance with its literary, 
canonical, and ancient Near East context.  

3. Application: be in a position to put Deuteronomy into the service of contemporary 
church and culture. 
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Workload Requirement 

 
A unit will generally require about 10 hours per week for lectures for contact students or 
home study for distance students, preparation and revision, and assignment work over 
thirteen weeks. In addition, two study weeks are worked into each semester. Excluding the 
study weeks, this generally averages out as follows: 
 
1. Contact students: 
 a. Lectures – 3 hours per week; 

b. Preparation – 2 hours per week; 
c. Assignments – 5 hours per week. 

2. Distance students:  
 a. Home study; including forums and revisions – 5 hours per week; 

b. Assignments – 5 hours per week. 
 

Learning Guides 

 
Students should access the Learning Guides on the unit Moodle page for guidance through 
their studies for the semester. 
 

Assessment Requirements 

 
The student shall complete the following assessment requirements: 

 

1.         Pre-course task (1500 words)                                                               20% 

2.         Pastoral Reflection Essay (2000 words)                                               30% 

3.         Putting Deuteronomy into Service (3000 words)                                 50% 

 

In addition to the above, all students are required to: 
 

1. Complete the pre-reading, being the set module readings indicated in the Learning 
Guides on Moodle. Students will be required to complete a declaration on the first 
morning of the intensive to the effect that the reading has been completed. The failure 
to do so, will immediately exclude a student from the unit. 

2. Attend all lectures; failure to do so, will mean that the set unit requirements have not 
been met, and the student will fail the unit. 
 

Required Resources 

 
In order to complete the unit, the student will be required to have access to the appropriate 
commentaries and other relevant resources for the completion of all assessment 
requirements. 
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Further learning resources will be made available on Moodle, our Online Learning Centre. 
These resources may include articles, extracts, contact lecture notes and other learning 
activities. 
 
There are two text books that students are required to purchase:  

¶ Christopher Wright, The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible's Grand Narrative 
(Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2006). 

¶ Daniel Block, Deuteronomy (NIVAC; Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012). 
These are excellent resources by leading Deuteronomy scholars, and they should serve you 
well in years to come. 
 

Intensive Schedule (19–23 March) 

 

 Monday  

19 Mar  

Tuesday  

20 Mar  

Wednesday 

21 Mar  

Thursday 

22 Mar  

Friday  

23 Mar  

9:00-10:00 Introduction 

& Overview 

Overview: 

Deut 4-11 

 

Overview: 

Deut 12-26 

Ancient 

Kingship & 

Modern 

Leadership 

Overview: 

Deut 27-34 

10:00-10:20 Morning Tea Morning Tea Morning Tea Morning Tea Morning Tea 

10:20-12:20 What was 

Deuteronomy 

meant to do? 

Why One 

God? 

 

Do I have to 

Follow this 

Law? 

Of Love or 

Fear? 

The Economy 

of Hunger 

 Lunch Break 

13:00-14:40 Overview: 

Deut 1-3 

The Memoir 

of Moses 

Godôs law: a 

Series of 

Contradictions

? 

A Vision of 

Flourishing in 

a World of 

Hate 

14:40-15:00 Afternoon tea Afternoon tea Afternoon tea Afternoon tea 

15:00-17:00 Joining the 

Journey 

Families as 

Sanctuaries  

Should we 

Stand with 

Israel?  

 

When Stones 

Cry Out  

 

 
 



OT 789i-4 Interpreting Deuteronomy Page 6 

 

 

UNIT LECTURERS AND PREPARERS 

 
 
Dr A.J. Culp (BA, MA, PhD)  
 
AJ was born and raised in rural America, though he’s spent most 
of his adult life further abroad–ranging from the Rocky 
Mountains to England to Australia. While he used to consider 
himself a man of diverse interests, AJ’s come to realise he’s 
neither diverse nor terribly interesting. All of his interests, it 
turns out, revolve around just one thing: understanding 

scripture, in both its ancient and contemporary contexts, as formative for God’s people. AJ’s 
current work is a renaissance of his humanities training, looking at how wonder and 
imagination fuel Christian formation/education.  
 
He and his wife Andrea and their two children, Elijah and Hadassah, feel fortunate to live in 
a beautiful part of the world, where, in biblical style, the trees are enchanting and the 
snakes deadly. 
 
Contact details: 
Office number +61 7 3354 5656 
E-mail aj.culp@malyon.edu.au  
 

mailto:aj.culp@malyon.edu.au
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UNIT ASSESSMENT 

 

Assessment Instructions 

 
In completing assessments, students should note that: 
 
1. The College requirements for the writing and submission of assignments are to be 

adhered to at all times, as marks will be deducted for incorrect and poor 
presentation. Of particular importance is that the official College title page is to be 
used, and that the word length be indicated.  

 
2. The current Assignment Style and Writing Guides are available to all students on the 

Moodle site; it should be studied, both when starting out and at the beginning of 
each academic year as adjustments or changes may be made from time-to-time. 

 
3. The due date is non-negotiable; in exceptional circumstances students are to adhere 

to College protocol for requesting permission for late submission. Penalties for late 
submission are set at 5% per College week. The Assignment Style Guide contains 
details of the protocols to be followed. 

 
4. With respect to length, students are permitted to write at a length of 10% either side 

of the stated length; for example, a 1000-word assignment should be within a 900-
1100 word length. Students will be penalized 1% per 100 words, or part thereof, 
under or over the stipulated length. 

 
5. With respect to the List of References, a specific number of references will not be 

set; however, students should note the guidelines indicated for the specific 
assessment requirement.  However, students should note that: 
a. Bibles (including study Bibles), basic dictionaries and devotional guides are 

not regarded as academic references. 
b. Electronic sources should generally not number more than half the required 

number of references, and should be used with caution. 
 

6. The failure to adhere to the stipulated assessment format requirements will be 
penalized as follows: 

 a. Body of assignment: 
  i. 1st level – 1% 
  ii. 2nd and subsequent levels – 2% 
 b. List of References and referencing: 
  i. 1st level – 1% 
  ii. 2nd and subsequent levels – 2% 



OT 789i-4 Interpreting Deuteronomy Page 8 

 

 

Grade Criteria 

 
Candidates in Master’s courses will be expected to demonstrate superior knowledge and 
skills in their analysis of texts and ideas, and to arrive at independent judgements 
appropriate to early postgraduate level in their select area of study. Candidates are 
expected to demonstrate a developing capacity for further postgraduate research. 
 
Guidelines pertinent to each grade listed above are as follows: 
 

Pass  
The candidate demonstrates a pronounced ability to engage primary sources, a 
sound grasp of the foundational features of the discipline as that intersects with the 
topic, and an ability to critically evaluate a range of scholarly viewpoints. 
 
Credit 
The candidate demonstrates a pronounced ability in the analysis of primary sources 
and in the tasks of evaluating and assessing empathically a range of scholarly points 
of view, and evidences ability to arrive at genuinely independent scholarly 
judgments in a select area of study. 
 
Distinction 
The candidate demonstrates superior ability in the analysis and critique of primary 
sources and ideas in dialogue with a wide range of scholarly points of view reporting 
these empathically, to the extent that genuinely independent scholarly judgments 
are beginning to emerge in a select area of study. 
 
High Distinction 
The candidate demonstrates superior knowledge and skills in the analysis and 
critique of primary sources and ideas, and evidences genuinely independent 
scholarly judgments appropriate to early postgraduate level in a select area of study. 

 
The learning outcomes of MA essays differ from the outcomes expected in the higher 
research degrees in that the following are not expected in MA essays: 
 
1. Advanced critical or synthesising ability. 
2. A comprehensive and penetrating assessment of scholarly literature. 
3. The sustaining of extended and sophisticated argument. 
4. The emergence of a creative or original contribution. 
 
A 50% average over all the items of assessment is needed to pass the unit. All compulsory 
items of assessment must be submitted for an overall pass to be achieved. 
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ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS 

 

Requirement 1: Introductory Research 

 
Students are to answer the following question: What do scholars think the book of 
Deuteronomy was meant to do? That is, why was the book written—what effect was it 
supposed to have on ancient Israel?  
 
Please summarize four views, which may overlap:  
 

a. One summary for each of the four scholars listed below (approx. 300 words 
each).  

b. You should conclude with a summary of what these views share in common 
(approx. 300 words). 
 

You’ll notice that the scholars don’t necessarily seek to answer our question directly, so 
you’ll have to discern their answers through their other ideas. But in each case there is some 
practical function that the scholar sees for Deuteronomy. Daniel Block, for example, calls 
Deuteronomy a ‘theological manifesto’ (p. 1) and then develops the idea. This is the kind of 
thing we’re looking for.  
 
Read the following extracts posted on Moodle: 
  
1) Weinfeld, Moshe. 1991. Deuteronomy 1–11. London: Doubleday, 1–84. 
2) Block, Daniel. 2012. The Gospel According to Moses. Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 1–20. 
3) McConville, J.G. 2001. Deuteronomy. Leicester, UK: Apollos, 17–50. 
4) Millar, J.G. 2009. ‘Living at the Place of Decision: Time and Place in the Framework of 
Deuteronomy’. In Time and Place in Deuteronomy, J.G. McConville and J.G. Millar, 15–88.  
Sydney: Bloomsbury T&T Clark. 
 
The key assessment criteria for this requirement are as follows: 

1. Evidence that the set texts have been read. 
2. Discerning and summarizing of four views about the purpose of Deuteronomy. 
3. Discussing the similarities between the four views. 

 
Length: 1500 words 

Due: Friday 16 March by electronic submission on Moodle  
Mark allocation: 20% 
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Requirement 2: Pastoral Reflection Essay 

 
Students are to submit an essay addressing the following issue: you’re visiting a 50-year-old 
Christian woman dying from cancer, and she wonders aloud whether this is God’s judgment 
on her for something she’s done. She says that she remembers God threatening to curse his 
people in Deuteronomy and wonders whether the same is happening to her. How would 
you answer her?  
 
Ultimately, your answer to the question is entirely up to you. However, the way in which 
you do so should follow this basic outline: 
  

¶ Analysis of Deut 28:15–68 (approx. 1500 words): analyze this passage exegetically in 
order to discern the nature of the curses, answering questions such as these: What is 
the nature of these curses? What role do they play in Israel? Do they extend beyond 
Israel? If so, how? 

¶ Theological reflection on Jesus’ Woes (approx. 500 words): The closest relative to 
curses in the NT is Jesus’ woes (Matt 23:13–28 Lk 6:24–26). Reflect theologically on 
how these might relate to the curses in Deut 28. 

¶ Answering the woman (approx. 500 words): Finally, in light of your research, 
articulate how you might answer this poor dying woman.  

 
Also, you should be sure to reference at least 15 resources. As always, a world of resources 
is available to you on EBSCO Database (http://search.ebscohost.com ) (click on “Linked Full 
Text” for whole articles): 

Username: MalyonCollege   
Password: WELCOME 

 
The key assessment criteria for this assessment item are as follows:  
 

1. Careful consideration of the context and theological significance of Deut 28:15–68 
within the book’s larger message.  

2. Engagement with how the Jesus’ woes relate to Deut 28’s curses. 
3. Use of secondary literature, esp. commentaries on the passages. 
4. Development of your own thought on the idea of divine cursing and how it applies to 

people today, articulated in an answer to the dying woman. 
 

Length: 2000 words 
Due: Friday 20 April by electronic submission on Moodle 

Mark allocation: 30% 
 

http://search.ebscohost.com/
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Requirement 3: Putting Deuteronomy into Service Essay 

 
One of the unique features of Israel’s religion was that it forbid the use of images in the 

worship of the Lord (called “aniconism” by scholars). Deuteronomy makes this as clear as 

any OT book, especially in 4:1–40 and 5:8–10 (the Second Commandment). The problem, 

though, is that it is not exactly clear what this means for Christians. Some think it does not 

apply, while others think it does. For instance, a well-known Evangelical philosopher, 

Douglas Groothuis, suggests that we should not represent God in any way, including in art 

and sculpture. The rub, of course, is that throughout much of Church history this is precisely 

what was done and would include many of the masterpieces!    

Imagine you’re at dinner with some Christian friends, and one of them mentions that she’s 

going to Rome and is really looking forward to seeing the Sistine Chapel. The other friend 

remarks (maybe just a touch out of jealousy) that since Michelangelo’s painting depicts God, 

it is equivalent to idolatry. Understandably, things kick off and soon they both turn to you, 

the theological student, for some clarification on the issue. What would you say? Is the 

depiction of God on the Sistine Chapel idolatrous? Why or why not? 

[The scene of the alleged crime] 
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Directions: 

Write an essay that answers the above question about idolatry and the Sistine Chapel. You 

are free to argue whatever you feel is right and true, and to use whatever resources you’d 

like. At the very minimum, however, you’ll want to do the following: 

1. Read:  
a. Several commentaries on the key passages about the ban on images (Deut 

4:1–40 and 5:8–10)  
b. Christopher Wright, The Mission of God, pp. 136–188. 
c. You should reference 20 or more resources (which includes the ones above) 
d. Also, don’t forget EBSCO Database (http://search.ebscohost.com ), which offers 

a world of resources (click on “Linked Full Text” for whole articles). 
Username: Maly onCollege   
Password: WELCOME 

2. Explore the following issues (2500 words): 
a. What is the reason for Israel’s ban on images? 
b. What is the fundamental threat of idolatry? 
c. How does this apply to the Sistine Chapel? 
d. How then would you answer your friend’s question? 

3. Having answered your friends, they might ask further what things in today’s world 
are major threats of idolatry for Christians. In light of what you’ve said in the first 
part of the essay, conclude by providing 2–3 key lures of idolatry for you and why 
this is so (500 words).  

 
The key assessment criteria for this assessment item are: 
 

1. Articulation of Deuteronomy’s view of idolatry and the ban on images in worship. 
2. Demonstrate ability to use Deuteronomy, that is, to put it into service engaging the 

question of how the ban on images applies to us today.   
3. Clarity and persuasiveness of essay. 
4. Appropriate interaction with secondary sources. 

 
Length: 3000 words 

Due: Friday 3 June April by electronic submission on Moodle 
Mark allocation: 50% 

 

http://search.ebscohost.com/
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 UNIT CONTRIBUTION TO GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES 

 
Developing Christians of Influence 

“Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, 
who will lead you with knowledge and understanding.”  

(Jeremiah 3:15) 
 

 1. 2. 3. 4. 

Graduate Attribute 1: Personal Maturity –  
Ψ{ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΩ 

a. grows a deepening relationship with Jesus 
 

 V   

b. is secure in God’s call with a desire and ability to learn and grow 
 

 V   

c. is self-aware and maintains self-care 
 

   V 

d. seeks and builds healthy relationships 
 

   V 

e. is committed to living with integrity and prayerful dependence on God 
 

  V  

Graduate Attribute 2: Theological Maturity –  
‘Knowledge and understanding of God’s heart’ 

a. knows and trusts the Bible 
 

V    

b. understands the context of diverse theological ideas 
 

V    

c. forms a personal theology which is both biblical and thoughtful 
 

V    

d. reflects theologically and applies the Bible to real life 
 

V    

e. is committed to helping others know God’s grace and truth and live 
God’s way 

V    

Graduate Attribute 3: Ministry Maturity –  
‘Knowledgeable and wise shepherds’ 

a. is able to have a godly influence over others 
 

 V   

b. possesses skills needed for chosen ministry path 
 

V    

c. understands cultures and contexts and is able to minister in a range of 
contexts 

  V  

d. is able to work with and lead a team 
 

   V 

e. is committed to serving, evangelising and mentoring others 
 

 V   

1. A major thrust of this unit                                                          2. A contribution that this unit should make  
3. A possible function of this unit, but not targeted                 4. An unlikely product of this unit 

 
Note: Graduates who have not completed the curricular and non-curricular ministry 
aspects of Malyon’s courses will tend to be most developed in Graduate Attribute 2. 
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RECOMMENDED READINGS 

 
Suggested Commentaries 
 
Block, D. 2012. Deuteronomy. NIVAC. Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
Craigie, P. 1976. The Book of Deuteronomy. NICOT. Eerdmans. 
McConville, J.G. 2002. Deuteronomy. AOTC 5. Downers Grove: IVP. 
Miller, P.D., Jr. 1990. Deuteronomy. Int. John Knox. 
Wright, C.J.H. 1996. Deuteronomy. NIBC. Hendrickson. 
Tigay, J. H. 1996. Deuteronomy. JPS Torah Commentary. Jewish Publication Society.  
Weinfeld, M. 1991. Deuteronomy 1-11. Doubleday.  
 
Other Resources 
 
All other resources are listed on the module learning guides. 
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ACT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 

Key Policies 

 
Students should take note of the following ACT policies: 
 
1. Unit Moderation Policy. 
2. Academic Misconduct Policy. 
3. Academic Appeals Policy. 
 

Accessing Documents 

 
These and other policy documents are publically available in the following handbooks, 
through links on ACT’s home page (www.actheology.edu.au): 
 
1. Undergraduate Handbook. 
2. Postgraduate Handbook. 
3. Student Policy Handbook. 
4. International Student Handbook. 
5. Distance Education Handbook. 
 
These should be read in conjunction with the ‘Recent Updates’ link found on the ACT website. 

http://www.actheology.edu.au/

